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2 Nunavik residents die
with COVID-19

Residents were infected with the
virus in hospital in the south

Nunatsiaq News

Two Nunavik residents in-
fected with COVID-19 have
died, the region’s health
board announced Feb. 25.

Both residents were hos-
pitalized in the south for
other health issues and were
infected with COVID-19
while in hospital, the
Nunavik Regional Board of
Health and Social Services
said in a news release.

The health board said it
couldn’t confirm if the two
Nunavimmiut died as a re-
sult of the virus, but because
both residents had the virus
at the time of their deaths,
they will be counted among
those who have died of
COVID-19.

These are the first two
official COVID-19 deaths of
Nunavik residents.

The health board did not
identify the two people nor
did officials say when they
died. But officials said nei-
ther had any significant con-
tact with anyone currently in
the region.

“The NRBHSS would
like to extend its condo-
lences to the families, the
community and those close
to those who passed away,”
the news release states.

Since the beginning of
the pandemic, there have
been 41 cases of COVID-19
among Nunavik residents;
one of those is considered
active.

A Nunavik woman who
had lived in a Montreal
long-term care facility for
many years died of the virus
in April 2020, though she
wasn't counted in the re-

gion's statistics.

Just over 4,000 Nunav-
immiut have been vacci-
nated against the virus so
far.

Anyone with symptoms
of COVID-19, including
fever, an unusual cough, dif-
ficulty breathing, a loss of
smell or taste, nasal conges-
tion or a sore throat, should
call the region’s COVID-19
health line at 1-888-662-7482
or their local health centre.
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Nunavik health officials say two Nunavik residents infected
with COVID-19 have died in a southern hospital. (File photo
by Sarah Rogers) oad\°l' <°g<bSa."*Dcnrbdc Db P>C
L5P® 00 A\TP>CP 4% SbcPL® oUW ®-19-T Ao P
Sbeoao oA (N YLdN*L NAS G71Y)

Jdeodsbsa PO nr e
AL Aocnd DNLbNbdC
DNSNCNC>SIC,

Lodéelc bNLAC DSbe -
DO @AYo
Gt 5P Cod< L oa ODCe
AoR*G Db oot
eodia D Pdo e CL®
0aTDC  Po<be PP
ASLTNON, CALc aa-
APCHSHCDILaIDC A OG-
Lo Mo oQuWKT 5-19- 1

>d<e PO
DA ONE @ s A%C-
Denbont ofRa®-19-
1 AoegSo oo,

Jrodsbia PO nabde
bNLA*NC @ o AP DNeC
pedrL+LC DRHGE bl

Ao DndeN*M*o®,

Pl<oc AcnrLnD<C Dsb-
P POC Codd  <PIAC-
LMo *c® oalT Do,

“D>d< NRBHSS Sb>pLSd-
r2C AclyDNo  AALP-
LbN<so™M*o®, oac*o®
Lo Sbodhe Do Cod-
o*L AON*GSodo®” Dh-

LA <tUNse DSbSZLc DI,

CAL™L c  <*o<é\-
LSa s AP DYLN D 41-
o®  o0adUbob o
QBCSbILLH D%, ACHIe
Ao dCodsbeent oo

O ATDC® Qg
LeDndl bLM DY A<
c*gOhT®  ISGIUN o
AOLTCDLI®  A>PC
2020-T° @ AN®CDSHCDY-
L*Mebod% o0 oo b\l
SH.oADNTST®,

4000 D>MLNN<Lo
DQOTDC  bALDALCSDC
CoArL o <sbryAbdNIe,

PadA*a _0o<5q -
19-T% APAPYc®, AcSbSoHo

Nunavik's cost-of-living program over budget

Sarah Rogers

Nunavik's cost-of-living pro-
gram is facing a $3.9-million
deficit after most of its sub-
sidy measures went over
budget in 2020, the Kativik
Regional Government’s trea-
sury department told re-
gional  council  during
meetings last week.

Between 2019 and 2025,
the Quebec government will
pay $115 million in subsidies
to Nunavik — or roughly $19
million a year — to help off-
set the high cost of living in
the region.

The Kativik government
administers that funding
through six measures: elders’
assistance, airfare reduction,

country food support, har-
vesting equipment and
household appliances, and
gasoline as well as food and
other essentials.

Most of those programs
exceeded their budgets last
year, said the regional gov-
ernment’s treasury depart-
ment director, Chahine
Noujeim.

Not surprisingly, the air-
fare reduction program stayed
under budget in 2020, due to
COVID-19-related travel re-
strictions. Nunavimmiut only
claimed $200,000 of its annual
$600,000 budget last year.

But the Kativik govern-
ment must work to balance
those budgets before the
Quebec funding agreement
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ends in 2025, Noujeim said.

“We have to tackle this
now,” he told regional coun-
cillors. “Otherwise, we’ll be
forced to cut these programs
later on.”

The department would-
n't release its individual sub-
sidy budgets for 2020,
pending an April audit.

In the meantime, the Ka-
tivik government has met
with Makivik Corp. to come
up with a plan to keep those
subsidies under budget this
year, with the goal of main-
taining the measures as much
as possible.

The harvesting equip-
ment program, for example,
went 25 per cent over budget
last year, Noujeim said.
Under that measure, Nunav-
immiut can claim up to 40 per
cent of the cost of equipment
or household appliances up
to a maximum of $400.

Going forward, the Ka-
tivik government is propos-
ing to stop accepting claims
once the subsidy has reached
its budget for the year.

That may not be an option
for some of the region’s other
subsidy programs, like its
food subsidy, which accounts
for 60 per cent of Nunavik’s
cost-of-living funding.

“This is the measure that
is helping the most,” Nou-
jeim said.

That subsidy won't
change, he said, until they
have seen the newest assess-
ment from Laval University
researchers who are tracking
data around cost-of-living
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measures and needs in
Nunavik.

That research is what
helped secure the region’s
cost-of-living funding from
Quebec in the first place.

In 2016, Laval researchers
tracked spending across the
region and found that
Nunavimmiut pay 48 per
cent more for store-bought
food than residents of south-
ern regions, and up to 23 per
cent more for transportation,
clothing and personal care.

‘There’s still a lot of
work to be done’

That price monitoring pro-
gram is ongoing. Latest re-
search looks at the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on
pricing in Nunavik.

Laval researchers pre-
sented the results of their lat-
est research to Kativik
government council Feb. 24 It
shows that the prices of cer-
tain grocery items increased
in Nunavik during lockdown
measures between March
and May 2020.

Laval researcher Gérard
Duhaime acknowledged that
those increases were “slight”
and comparable to increases
seen globally, as measures
like sanitization and distanc-
ing drove up costs.

“But even with the cost-
of-living subsidies, these gaps
are still there,” Duhaime told
regional councillors. “We're
still not at the same price as
other regions in Quebec.

“There’s still a lot of work
to be done.”




